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1
AUDIO PLAYBACK SYSTEM

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an audio playback system,
and more particularly to an audio playback system including
a handheld device and a digital stereo set.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Conventionally, a digital stereo set is controlled by using a
control panel or a remote controller. As known, the control
panel or the remote controller can only provide basic control
items, and the control panel or the remote controller can not
be personalized. With increasing development of science and
technology, the functions of the current handheld devices
such as smart phones or tablet personal computers become
very complete. Moreover, the current handheld devices have
diversified controllable items and can perform personalized
control actions. Consequently, it is an important issue to
research how to use the handheld device to control the digital
stereo set.

Nowadays, the handheld device may be in communication
with the digital stereo set by a wireless communication tech-
nology in order to control the digital stereo set. The wireless
communication technology widely used in the handheld
device is for example a Wi-Fi communication technology, a
Bluetooth communication technology or a near field commu-
nication technology. Regardless of which wireless commu-
nication technology is adopted, both of the handheld device
and the digital stereo set should be additionally equipped with
corresponding chips. In other words, the use of the wireless
communication technology is neither cost-effective nor user-
friendly. For example, a Bluetooth pairing process is very
complicated. In addition, the same Bluetooth device fails to
be operated by many handheld devices simultaneously.
Moreover, since the above-mentioned wireless communica-
tion technologies belong to radio frequency communication
technologies, the generated electromagnetic radiation is det-
rimental to human health, and a problem of electromagnetic
radiation channel occupancy occurs.

Therefore, there is a need of providing an improved com-
munication and control method for a handheld device and a
digital stereo set in order to eliminate the above drawbacks of
the wireless communication and provide abundant personal-
ized control actions.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an audio playback system
by using a handheld device to transmit a control message to a
digital stereo set by sound wave.

In accordance with an aspect of the present invention, there
is provided an audio playback system. The audio playback
system includes a handheld device and a digital stereo set.
The handheld device includes a first transmitting terminal
controller. The first transmitting terminal controller includes
a first speaker and a first sound wave signal generator. The
first sound wave signal generator is used for converting a
control message into a first modulation signal, and transmit-
ting the first modulation signal to the first speaker, thereby
controlling the first speaker to generate a first modulated
sound wave signal. The digital stereo set includes a host and
a sound box for playing a digital audio file. The digital stereo
set further includes a first receiving terminal controller. The
first receiving terminal controller includes a first microphone
for receiving the first modulated sound wave signal and a first
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sound wave signal reader for restoring the first modulated
sound wave signal to the control message. After the control
message is received by the digital stereo set, the digital stereo
set performs a corresponding control action according to the
control message.

The above objects and advantages of the present invention
will become more readily apparent to those ordinarily skilled
in the art after reviewing the following detailed description
and accompanying drawings, in which:

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates the architecture of an audio
playback system according to a first embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 2 is a schematic functional block illustrating the audio
playback system according to the first embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 3 schematically illustrates a user interface of the audio
playback system according to the first embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 4 schematically illustrates associated signals pro-
cessed by the audio playback system according to the first
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 schematically illustrates the architecture of an audio
playback system according to a second embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 6 is a schematic functional block illustrating the audio
playback system according to the second embodiment of the
present invention; and

FIG. 7 schematically illustrates a user interface of the audio
playback system according to the second embodiment of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

The present invention provides an audio playback system
for eliminating the drawbacks of the prior art technology.
First of all, the architecture of the audio playback system of
the present invention will be illustrated as follows. FIG. 1
schematically illustrates the architecture of an audio playback
system according to a first embodiment of the present inven-
tion. As shown in FIG. 1, the audio playback system 1 com-
prises a handheld device 11 and a digital stereo set 12.

In this embodiment, the handheld device 11 is a smart
phone or a tablet personal computer. The smart phone or the
tablet personal computer runs an operating system. An
example of the operating system includes but is not limited to
Android, i0S, BlackBerry OS, Windows Mobile, Windows
Phone, bada OS or Symbian OS. It is noted that the handheld
device 11 may be a smart phone or a tablet personal computer
running any other appropriate operating system.

The digital stereo set 12 has the capability of playing digital
audio files. The digital audio files denote the digitalized audio
contents. For example, the digital audio files are WMA (Win-
dows Media Audio) files, MP3 (MPEG Audio Layer 3) files,
WAV (Waveform audio format) files or AAC (Advanced
audio coding) files, but are not limited thereto. The digital
stereo set 12 can also play other-format digital audio files.

The handheld device 11 comprises a first speaker 111. In
this embodiment, the first speaker 111 is located at a front side
of the handheld device 11. In particular, the first speaker 111
is used for hearing the person the user is taking to during a
phone call. Alternatively, in some other embodiments, the
first speaker may be located at a bottom or a rear side of the
handheld device 11 for playing audio contents.
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In this embodiment, the digital stereo set 12 comprises a
host 121, at least one sound box 122, and a first microphone
1211. The first microphone 1211 is installed in the host 121.
In this embodiment, the host 121 and the sound box 122 are
separate components. Alternatively, in some other embodi-
ments, the digital stereo set 12 is a single-box stereo set where
the host 121 and the sound box 122 are integrated into an
integral stereo set.

Moreover, an example of the first microphone 1211
includes butis not limited to a dynamic microphone, a capaci-
tive microphone, an electret condenser microphone or a
microelectromechanical systems (MEMS) microphone.

In the audio playback system 1 of this embodiment, a
modulated sound wave signal from the first speaker 111 of the
handheld device 11 may be received by the first microphone
1211 of the digital stereo set 12. According to the modulated
sound wave signal, a control message from the handheld
device 11 is obtained by the digital stereo set 12. Moreover,
according to the control message, a control action is executed
by the digital stereo set 12. The operations of the audio play-
back system 1 will be illustrated as follows.

Hereinafter, the operations of the audio playback system 1
will be illustrated with reference to FIGS. 1-4. FIG. 2 is a
schematic functional block illustrating the audio playback
system according to the first embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 3 schematically illustrates a user interface of
the audio playback system according to the first embodiment
of'the present invention. FIG. 4 schematically illustrates asso-
ciated signals processed by the audio playback system
according to the first embodiment of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 2, the handheld device 11 comprises a
first transmitting terminal controller 110. The first transmit-
ting terminal controller 110 uses a high frequency sound
wave signal as a carrier wave in order to convert the control
message into the modulated sound wave signal. In this
embodiment, the first transmitting terminal controller 110
comprises the first speaker 111, a first sound wave signal
generator 112, and an instruction receiver 114. The first sound
wave signal generator 112 comprises a first encoder 1121, a
first audio modulator 1122, and a carrier wave generator
1123. The digital stereo set 12 comprises a first receiving
terminal controller 120 for restoring the modulated sound
wave signal to the control message. The first receiving termi-
nal controller 120 comprises the first microphone 1211 and a
first sound wave signal reader 123. The first sound wave
signal reader 123 comprises a first pre-processor 1231, a first
audio demodulator 1232, and a first message interpreter 1233.

When the user wants to use the handheld device 11 to
control the digital stereo set 12, the user may firstly select and
open an application program (APP) from the handheld device
11. The application program may be built in the handheld
device 11. Alternatively, the application program may be
downloaded to the handheld device 11 by the user, and then
installed in the handheld device 11.

After the application program is opened, a user interface
(UI) 113 is shown on a display screen 115. As shown in FIG.
3, the user interface 113 comprises a first playback control
instruction 1131, a second playback control instruction 1132,
a third playback control instruction 1133, and a fourth play-
back control instruction 1134. In an embodiment, the first
playback control instruction 1131 denotes “an instruction of
starting playback from previous pause”, the second playback
control instruction 1132 denotes “an instruction of random
playback™, the third playback control instruction 1133
denotes “an instruction of playing a first playing file list”, and
the fourth playback control instruction 1134 denotes “an
instruction of establishing a playing file list”. It is noted that
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the above instructions are presented herein for purpose of
illustration and description only. However, those skilled in the
art will readily observe that numerous modifications and
alterations of the type of the user interface 113 and the play-
back control instructions may be made according to the prac-
tical requirements.

Moreover, each playback control instruction has a corre-
sponding binary instruction code. According to the default
settings, the binary instruction code can be identified and
executed by the digital stereo set 12. For example, in this
embodiment, a binary instruction code corresponding to the
first playback control instruction 1131 is “11011110”, a
binary instruction code corresponding to the second playback
control instruction 1132 is “01010010”, a binary instruction
code corresponding to the third playback control instruction
1133 is “11011101”, and a binary instruction code corre-
sponding to the fourth playback control instruction 1134 is
“00001111”. It is noted that the binary instruction codes
corresponding to the respective playback control instructions
are presented herein for purpose of illustration and descrip-
tion only.

Then, the user may select one or more binary instruction
codes from the user interface 113. If the first playback control
instruction 1131 (i.e. the instruction of starting playback from
previous pause) is selected by the user and the first playback
control instruction 1131 is confirmed to be executed, a binary
instruction code A corresponding to a control message X
which is generated upon confirmation of the selected first
playback control instruction 1131 will be transmitted from
the instruction receiver 114 to the first encoder 1121. At the
same time, a prompt message is shown on the user interface
113 of the handheld device 11 to notify the user of allowing
the first speaker 111 to face and approach the first microphone
1211 of the digital stereo set 12 in order to send the control
message X.

In some situations, one digital stereo set 12 may be con-
trolled by plural handheld devices. For executing a control
action corresponding to a specified handheld device (i.c. a
personalized control action), the digital stereo set 12 should
realize which handheld device sends the control message X.
Consequently, in this embodiment, the control message X
contains the first playback control instruction 1131 and a
handheld device identification code of the handheld device
11. In other words, a binary instruction code A1l correspond-
ing to the first playback control instruction 1131 is transmit-
ted from the instruction receiver 114 to the first encoder 1121,
and a binary instruction code A2 corresponding to the hand-
held device identification code of the handheld device 11 is
also transmitted from the instruction receiver 114 to the first
encoder 1121.

In this embodiment, the handheld device identification
code may be a code name that is set by the user (e.g. a code
name “D”), but is not limited thereto. Alternatively, the hand-
held device identification code may be an IMEI code or a
MAC address of the handheld device 11. In this embodiment,
the binary instruction code A2 corresponding to the handheld
device identification code of the handheld device 11 is
“01000100”.

Next, the binary instruction codes Al and A2 are encoded
by first encoder 1121, and thus a first pulse signal B is
obtained. The contents of the first pulse signal B will be
illustrated as follows. As shown in FIG. 4, a 2 ms-width high
voltage level signal and a successive 2 ms-width low voltage
level signal are collectively defined as a binary code “0”; and
a 4 ms-width high voltage level signal and a successive 2
ms-width low voltage level signal are collectively defined as
a binary code “1”. Consequently, as shown in FIG. 4, the
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binary instruction code A2 corresponding to the handheld
device identification code is converted into a handheld device
identification signal B2 according to the above definitions,
and the binary instruction code Al corresponding to the first
playback control instruction 1131 is converted into a play-
back control instruction signal B1 according to the above
definitions.

Moreover, for clearly defining the ranges of the binary
instruction codes Al and A2, the first pulse signal B further
comprises a start signal B3 prior to the playback control
instruction signal B1 and another start signal B3 prior to the
handheld device identification signal B2; and the first pulse
signal B further comprises a termination signal B4 posterior
to the playback control instruction signal B1 and another
termination signal B4 posterior to the handheld device iden-
tification signal B2.

Moreover, for clearly distinguishing the binary instruction
codes Al and A2 from each other, the first pulse signal B
further comprises a spacing signal B5 between the playback
control instruction signal B1 and the handheld device identi-
fication signal B2. In other words, the first pulse signal B of
this embodiment is composed of the playback control instruc-
tion signal B1, the handheld device identification signal B2,
the start signal B3, the termination signal B4 and the spacing
signal B5.

In this embodiment, an 8 ms-width high voltage level sig-
nal and a successive 2 ms-width low voltage level signal are
collectively defined as the start signal B3; a 6 ms-width high
voltage level signal and a successive 4 ms-width low voltage
level signal are collectively defined as the termination signal
B4; and a 2 ms-width high voltage level signal and a succes-
sive 20 ms-width low voltage level signal are collectively
defined as the spacing signal B5.

The carrier wave generator 1123 is used for generating a
high frequency sound wave signal. In this embodiment, the
frequency of the high frequency sound wave signal is in a
range between 12 KHz and 20 KHz. The frequency of the
high frequency sound wave signal is within the human hear-
ing frequency range, and is a sound wave frequency that can
be emitted by the handheld device 11.

Next, the first pulse signal B and the high frequency sound
wave signal are transmitted to the first audio modulator 1122
together. By the first audio modulator 1122, the first pulse
signal B is modulated with the high frequency sound wave
signal, so that a first modulation signal is generated.

In an embodiment, after the high voltage level signal of the
first pulse signal B is modulated into the signal with a fre-
quency of 18 KHz, the first modulation signal is generated.
Alternatively, in some other embodiments, after the high volt-
age level signal of the first pulse signal B is modulated into the
signal with a frequency of 15 KHz and the low voltage level
signal of the first pulse signal B is modulated into the signal
with a frequency of 12 KHz, the first modulation signal is
generated.

It is noted that the above encoding method of FIG. 4 is
presented herein for purpose of illustration and description
only. That is, the encoding method of the present invention is
not restricted.

Next, the first modulation signal is transmitted to the first
speaker 111 to drive vibration of a vibration film of the first
speaker 111. Consequently, the first speaker 111 sends a first
modulated sound wave signal P while using air as a transmis-
sion medium.

When the first modulated sound wave signal P is received
by the first microphone 1211, the first microphone 1211 gen-
erates a corresponding first electric signal. Next, the first
electric signal is transmitted to the first pre-processor 1231. In
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this embodiment, the first pre-processor 1231 is a filter or an
amplifier. The filter is used for removing the undesired com-
ponent of the first electric signal or strengthening the desired
component of the first electric signal. The amplifier is used for
amplifying the weak signal. Regardless of whether the first
pre-processor 1231 is the filter or the amplifier, the purpose of
the first pre-processor 1231 is to reduce interference and
compensate loss. Consequently, the first electric signal is
restored to the first modulation signal more completely.
Moreover, the first pre-processor 1231 may further comprise
an automatic gain control circuit.

After the first electric signal is adjusted by the first pre-
processor 1231, the adjusted first electric signal is transmitted
to the first audio demodulator 1232. By the first audio
demodulator 1232, the first electric signal is restored to the
undecoded first pulse signal B. Afterwards, the undecoded
first pulse signal B is transmitted to the first message inter-
preter 1233. By the first message interpreter 1233, the first
pulse signal B is restored to the binary instruction code A2
corresponding to the handheld device identification code and
the binary instruction code A1 corresponding to the first play-
back control instruction 1131 according to the above encod-
ing rule of the first encoder 1121. Consequently, the control
message X is obtained according to the binary instruction
codes Al and A2.

In case that the first pulse signal B is modulated with the
high frequency sound wave signal by the first audio modula-
tor 1122 according to an amplitude modulation method, the
first audio demodulator 1232 is a detector. Whereas, in case
that the first pulse signal B is modulated with the high fre-
quency sound wave signal by the first audio modulator 1122
according to a frequency modulation method, the first audio
demodulator 1232 is a phase-locked loop detector.

According to the control message X, the digital stereo set
12 recognizes that the handheld device 11 requests to start
playback from previous pause. Since the usage history of
each device is recorded in the digital stereo set 12, the digital
stereo set 12 may search the playback history of the handheld
device 11 from its database and start playback from previous
pause of the handheld device 11.

On the other hand, if the second playback control instruc-
tion 1132 (i.e. the instruction of random playback) and the
third playback control instruction 1133 (i.e. the instruction of
playing the first playing file list) are selected from the user
interface 113 by the user, after the binary instruction code A2
corresponding to the handheld device identification code, a
binary instruction code corresponding to the second playback
control instruction 1132 and a binary instruction code corre-
sponding to the third playback control instruction 1133 are
received by the digital stereo set 12, the first playing file list
corresponding to the handheld device 11 is selected from the
database and the audio files of the first playing file list are
randomly played.

On the other hand, if only the second playback control
instruction 1132 (i.e. the instruction of random playback) is
selected from the user interface 113 by the user, only the
binary instruction code corresponding to the second playback
control instruction 1132 is transmitted from the handheld
device 11 to the digital stereo set 12. In other words, it is not
necessary to transmit the handheld device identification code
of the handheld device 11, but the audio files in the database
can be randomly played by the digital sterco set 12.

On the other hand, if the fourth playback control instruc-
tion 1134 (i.e. the instruction of establishing a playing file list)
is selected from the user interface 113 by the user, it is nec-
essary for the user to previously set the contents of the playing
file list through the user interface 113 of the handheld device
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11. After the binary instruction code A2 corresponding to the
handheld device identification code, a binary instruction code
corresponding to the fourth playback control instruction 1134
and a binary instruction code corresponding to the playing file
list are received by the digital stereo set 12, the playing file list
corresponding to the handheld device 11 is established in the
database of the digital stereo set 12.

From the above discussions about the audio playback sys-
tem 1, the first modulated sound wave signal P from the first
speaker 111 is used to transmit the control message X in order
to control the digital stereo set 12 to execute the correspond-
ing control action. Moreover, in the audio playback system 1
of this embodiment, the control message X may be transmit-
ted from the existing speaker of the handheld device 11 to the
digital stereo set 12. Since it is not necessary to transmit the
control message X by the wireless communication technol-
ogy, the drawbacks encountered from the above-mentioned
radio frequency communication technology will be solved.
Moreover, the purpose of executing the personalized control
action is achievable by transmitting the handheld device iden-
tification code.

By the way, the handheld device 11 of the present invention
may transmit other control messages to the digital stereo set
12. According to other control messages from the handheld
device 11, the digital stereo set 12 may execute other control
actions (e.g. play, pause, previous, next, fast forward, fast
reverse, and the like).

Hereinafter, an audio playback system according to a sec-
ond embodiment of the present invention will be illustrated
with reference to FIGS. 5 and 6. FIG. 5 schematically illus-
trates the architecture of an audio playback system according
to a second embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 6 is a
schematic functional block illustrating the audio playback
system according to the second embodiment of the present
invention.

As shown in FIGS. 5 and 6, the audio playback system 2
comprises a handheld device 21 and a digital stereo set 22. In
this embodiment, the handheld device 21 comprises a first
transmitting terminal controller 214 and a second receiving
terminal controller 215. The first transmitting terminal con-
troller 214 comprises a first speaker 210, a first sound wave
signal generator 212, and an instruction receiver 217. The
second receiving terminal controller 215 comprises a second
microphone 211 and a second sound wave signal reader 213.

The digital stereo set 22 comprises a first receiving termi-
nal controller 224 and a second transmitting terminal control-
ler 225. The first receiving terminal controller 224 comprises
a first microphone 221 and a first sound wave signal reader
222. The second transmitting terminal controller 225 com-
prises a second speaker 220, a second sound wave signal
generator 223, and an instruction receiver 226.

The first sound wave signal generator 212 of the handheld
device 21 comprises a first encoder 2120, a first audio modu-
lator 2121, and a carrier wave generator 2122. The second
sound wave signal reader 213 of the handheld device 21
comprises a second pre-processor 2131, a second audio
demodulator 2132, and a second message interpreter 2133.

The first sound wave signal reader 222 of the digital stereo
set 22 comprises a first pre-processor 2220, a first audio
demodulator 2221, and a first message interpreter 2222. The
second sound wave signal generator 223 of the digital stereo
set 22 comprises a second encoder 2231, a second audio
modulator 2232, and a carrier wave generator 2233.

In this embodiment, the first speaker 210 is located at a
bottom of the handheld device 21 and has a function of
playing audio contents, the second speaker 220 is an audio
box of the digital stereo set 22, and the second microphone
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8
211 is located at the bottom of the handheld device 21 and has
a function of receiving sound. Moreover, an example of the
second microphone 211 includes but is not limited to a
dynamic microphone, a capacitive microphone, an electret
condenser microphone or a microelectromechanical systems
(MEMS) microphone.

The audio playback system 2 of this embodiment has the
control functions of the audio playback system 1 of the first
embodiment. Furthermore, a pairing relation between the
handheld device 21 and the digital stereo set 22 can be estab-
lished by the first speaker 210, the first sound wave signal
generator 212, the second microphone 211 and the second
sound wave signal reader 213 of the handheld device 21 and
the first microphone 221, the first sound wave signal reader
222, the second speaker 220 and the second sound wave
signal generator 223 of the digital stereo set 22. After the
pairing relation is established, data can be exchanged
between the handheld device 21 and the digital stereo set 22,
and a reverse control function is achievable. A process of
establishing the pairing relation will be illustrated in more
details as follows.

Please refer to FIGS. 5~7. FIG. 7 schematically illustrates
auser interface of the audio playback system according to the
second embodiment of the present invention. For pairing the
handheld device 21 with the digital stereo set 22, the user may
firstly select and open an application program (APP) from the
handheld device 21. The application program may be built in
the handheld device 21. Alternatively, the application pro-
gram may be downloaded to the handheld device 21 by the
user, and then installed in the handheld device 21.

After the application program is opened, a user interface
216 is shown on a display screen 218. The user interface 216
at least comprises a pairing selective item 2161. After the
pairing selective item 2161 is selected by the user, the hand-
held device 21 may prompt the user to have the first speaker
210 approach the first microphone 221 of the digital stereo set
22.

Moreover, after the pairing selective item 2161 is selected,
a control message is correspondingly generated. The control
message is transmitted from the instruction receiver 217 to
the first sound wave signal generator 212. By the first sound
wave signal generator 212, the control message is converted
into a first pulse signal, and then the first pulse signal is
converted into a first modulation signal. In response to the
first modulation signal, the first speaker 210 is driven to
output a first modulated sound wave signal Q. In this embodi-
ment, the control message is a paring instruction. The first
pulse signal comprises the start signal B3, the termination
signal B4, and a pairing instruction signal which is obtained
by encoding a binary instruction code corresponding to the
pairing instruction. Moreover, the process of converting the
control message into the first modulated signal by the first
sound wave signal generator 212 is similar to the process of
converting the control message X into the first modulated
signal by the first sound wave signal generator 112 of the first
embodiment, and is not redundantly described herein.

After the first modulated sound wave signal Q is received
by the first microphone 221 of the digital stereo set 22, the first
modulated sound wave signal Q is restored to the control
message by the first sound wave signal reader 222. The pro-
cess of restoring the first modulated sound wave signal Q to
the control message by the first sound wave signal reader 222
is similar to the process of restoring the first modulated sound
wave signal P to the control message X by the first sound wave
signal reader 123, and is not redundantly described herein.

Next, according to the control message (i.e. the pairing
instruction), the instruction receiver 226 of the digital stereo
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set 22 sends a stereo device identification code to the second
encoder 2231 and the second audio modulator 2232. Conse-
quently, the stereo device identification code is converted into
a second pulse signal, and the second pulse signal is then
converted into a second modulation signal. The second modu-
lation signal is transmitted to the second speaker 220. In
response to the second modulation signal, the second speaker
220 is driven to output a second modulated sound wave signal
R. In this embodiment, the stereo device identification code is
a built-in paring password (e.g. 8888, 0000 or 1111) of the
digital stereo set 22 for pairing. The second pulse signal
comprises the start signal B3, the termination signal B4, and
apairing instruction signal which is obtained by encoding the
binary instruction code corresponding to the stereo device
identification code

The operations of the second encoder 2231 and the second
audio modulator 2232 are similar to the operations ofthe first
encoder 1121 and the first audio modulator 1122 of the first
embodiment, and are not redundantly described herein.

After the second modulated sound wave signal R is
received by the second microphone 211, the second micro-
phone 211 generates a corresponding second electric signal in
response to the second modulated sound wave signal R. After
the second electric signal is adjusted by the second pre-pro-
cessor 2131 of the second sound wave signal reader 213, the
interference ofthe second electric signal is reduced. Then, the
second electric signal is restored to the second pulse signal by
the second audio demodulator 2132. Afterwards, the second
pulse signal is restored to the stereo device identification code
by the second message interpreter 2133. In this embodiment,
the second pre-processor 2131 is an audio processing chip of
the handheld device 21, wherein the audio processing chip
includes an amplifier and an analog-to-digital converter.
Moreover, the second audio demodulator 2132 and the sec-
ond message interpreter 2133 may be software that is built in
the handheld device 21 or additionally installed in the hand-
held device 21.

The operations of the second pre-processor 2131, the sec-
ond audio demodulator 2132 and the second message inter-
preter 2133 are similar to the operations of the first pre-
processor 1231, the audio demodulator 1232 and the first
message interpreter 1233 of the first embodiment, and are not
redundantly described herein.

After the stereo device identification code is acquired by
the handheld device 21, a user code of the digital stereo set 22
may be shown on the user interface 216 of the display screen
218. After the user code of the digital stereo set 22 is selected
by the user, the paring process is completed by the handheld
device 21. From now on, data can be transmitted between the
handheld device 21 and the digital stereo set 22. Moreover,
the handheld device 21 may issue a sound or any other infor-
mation to notify the digital stereo set 22 that the pairing
process is completed.

From the above descriptions about the audio playback
system of the present invention, the speaker and the micro-
phone are used to achieve the purpose of transmitting the
control message between the handheld device and the digital
stereo set. Moreover, the purpose of executing the personal-
ized control action is achievable by transmitting the handheld
device identification code. Consequently, the audio playback
system of the present invention is capable of eliminating the
drawbacks of the above-mentioned wireless communication
technology. Moreover, the audio playback system of the
present invention can quickly and conveniently control the
corresponding control action of the digital stereo set, espe-
cially the personalized control action. Moreover, the audio
playback system of the present invention can establish the

10

pairing relation between the handheld device and the digital
stereo set through sound wave communication. In compari-
son with the wireless communication technology, the pairing
process used in the audio playback system of the present

5 invention is simplified and has less possibility of causing
erroneous pairing action.

While the invention has been described in terms of what is
presently considered to be the most practical and preferred
embodiments, it is to be understood that the invention needs

10 not be limited to the disclosed embodiment. On the contrary,
it is intended to cover various modifications and similar
arrangements included within the spirit and scope of the
appended claims which are to be accorded with the broadest
interpretation so as to encompass all such modifications and

15 similar structures.

What is claimed is:

1. An audio playback system, comprising:

a handheld device comprising a first transmitting terminal

20 controller, wherein the first transmitting terminal con-

troller comprises:

a first speaker; and

a first sound wave signal generator for converting a
control message into a first modulation signal, and

25 transmitting the first modulation signal to the first

speaker, thereby controlling the first speaker to gen-
erate a first modulated sound wave signal; and

a digital stereo set comprising a host and a sound box for
playing a digital audio file, wherein the digital stereo set

30 further comprises a first receiving terminal controller,

and the first receiving terminal controller comprises:

a first microphone for receiving the first modulated
sound wave signal; and

a first sound wave signal reader for restoring the first

35 modulated sound wave signal to the control message,

wherein after the control message is received by the
digital stereo set, the digital stereo set performs a
corresponding control action according to the control
message.

40 2. The audio playback system according to claim 1,
wherein the first sound wave signal generator of the handheld
device comprises:

a first encoder for converting the control message into a
first pulse signal;

45 a carrier wave generator for generating a high frequency

sound wave signal; and

a first audio modulator for modulating the first pulse signal
with the high frequency sound wave signal, thereby gen-
erating the first modulation signal.

50 3. The audio playback system according to claim 2,
wherein a frequency of the high frequency sound wave signal
is in a range between 12 KHz and 20 KHz.

4. The audio playback system according to claim 2,

wherein the first sound wave signal reader of the digital stereo

55 set comprises:

a first pre-processor for adjusting a first electric signal to
reduce interference, wherein the first electric signal is
generated when the first modulated sound wave signal is
received by the first microphone;

60  a first audio demodulator for restoring the first electric

signal to the first pulse signal; and

a first message interpreter for restoring the first pulse signal
to the control message.

5. The audio playback system according to claim 4,

65 wherein the first pre-processor is a filter or an amplifier.

6. The audio playback system according to claim 1,

wherein the handheld device further comprises a display
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screen for providing a user interface, wherein via the user
interface, the control message is selectively transmitted by a
user.

7. The audio playback system according to claim 1,
wherein the handheld device is a smart phone or a tablet
personal computer.

8. The audio playback system according to claim 1,
wherein the control message contains at least one playback
control instruction, or the control message contains at least
one playback control instruction and a handheld device iden-
tification code.

9. The audio playback system according to claim 1,
wherein the control message is a pairing instruction.

10. The audio playback system according to claim 9,
wherein the digital stereo set further comprises a second
transmitting terminal controller, and the handheld device fur-
ther comprises a second receiving terminal controller,

wherein the second transmitting terminal controller com-

prises a second speaker and a second sound wave signal
generator, wherein the second sound wave signal gen-
erator is configured for converting a stereo device iden-
tification code of the digital stereo set into a second
modulation signal, and transmitting the second modula-
tion signal to the second speaker, thereby controlling the
second speaker to generate a second modulated sound
wave signal,

wherein the second receiving terminal controller com-

prises a second microphone for receiving the second
modulated sound wave signal, and a second sound wave
signal reader for restoring the second modulated sound
wave signal to the stereo device identification code,

25
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wherein after the control message is received by the digital
stereo set, the stereo device identification code is con-
verted into the second modulation signal by the second
transmitting terminal controller.

11. The audio playback system according to claim 10,
wherein the second sound wave signal generator of the digital
stereo set comprises:

a second encoder for converting the stereo device identifi-

cation code into the second pulse signal;

a carrier wave generator for generating a high frequency
sound wave signal; and

a second audio modulator for modulating the second pulse
signal with the high frequency sound wave signal,
thereby generating the second modulation signal.

12. The audio playback system according to claim 11,
wherein the second sound wave signal reader of the handheld
device comprises:

a second pre-processor for adjusting a second electric sig-
nal to reduce interference, wherein the second electric
signal is generated when the second modulated sound
wave signal is received by the second microphone;

a second audio demodulator for restoring the second elec-
tric signal to the second pulse signal; and

a second message interpreter for restoring the second pulse
signal to the stereo device identification code.

13. The audio playback system according to claim 10,
wherein the handheld device further comprises a display
screen for providing a user interface, wherein via the user
interface, a pairing process is selectively activated by a user.

#* #* #* #* #*



